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Editorial:
Ministry Among Children and Youth

It is often noted that among Jesus’ disciples only Peter appears to
have been married. We don’t hear anything about Peter’s wife
(perhaps she had died, we don’t know), but we are told that Peter
had a mother-in-law whom Jesus healed (Mark 1:29-31). We hear
nothing whatsoever about any other marriages within the apos-
tolic group of twelve. The most likely explanation for this silence
is that most of the disciples had not yet married.

If the disciples (or a number of them) were unmarried, they
were most likely also very young. The Mishnah, that codification
of Jewish oral tradition which was reduced to writing during the
first couple of centuries after Christ, contains an entire tractate on
“Betrothals” (Kiddushin), which spells out a multitude of rules
about how betrothals can take place, who can contract a betrothal
between a man and a woman, how betrothals can be broken, and
so forth. Although no age is mentioned for when a man can be-
come betrothed, Jewish boys became men at the age of twelve.
Kiddushin 2.1 does tell us that a girl who has become a naarah –
that is, she has passed the six-month period after she became of
age (twelve years and a day) – may be given in betrothal by her fa-
ther. Some Jews then waited for three years after the betrothal be-
fore the marriage was consummated.1 Of course, it was not
required that everyone be betrothed by the age of twelve or mar-
ried by fifteen, but it was considered perfectly normal. It was also
considered customary for most people to marry – celibacy was not
unknown (the Essenes at the Dead Sea may have been celibate)
but it was not considered typical. In other words, marriage was ex-
pected of most young men, often at a very early age, certainly by
age eighteen (Mishnah Aboth 5.21). Since the disciples (or most of
them) seem to have been unmarried, it is likely that most of the
disciples were teenagers. Jesus’ followers were what we might call
a “youth group.”

A story from the gospels which seems to support the theory
that the disciples, with the exception of Peter, were all teenagers is
found in Matthew 17:24-27. The story takes place in Capernaum,
Peter’s home where Jesus appears to have had a room (see Matt
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neglects children and youth is simply defective and in need of re-
form.

The present issue of the journal focuses on ministry with chil-
dren and young people. Phil Harrold’s essay on catechesis takes
us from the Didache, through Augustine, to Cranmer, arguing that
the teaching of the church must address the whole person: heart,
mind and body. Harrold points out that much of the renewed in-
terest in Christian catechesis in late modernity has “emerged in
youth ministry contexts.”

Several short studies on children’s ministry follow. Two review
articles, one by Jack Gabig on Leander Harding’s Reverence for the
Heart of the Child, and one by Harding himself on Parenting with
Love and Logic, get us into some of the important theological and
developmental issues which must be addressed by those responsi-
ble for the Christian nurture of children, both parents and
churches. A sermon by the editor of the journal undertakes to ex-
posit the meaning of Jesus receiving a child (Mark 9:33-37). Fi-
nally, Elisabeth Priest’s article provides an insightful review of the
first two movies based on C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Prince Caspian (she recom-
mends reading the books!).

Turning to young people, Trinity alumnus Steven Tighe has
contributed two careful sociological studies on youth ministry
which argue, respectively, that intentional ministry with youth is
tied to denomination growth and decline, and that the cultural dif-
ferences between teenagers and Anglican clergy in North Ameri-
can contexts is also a major factor in denominational decline.
Tighe does not explicitly examine the implications of these stud-
ies, but it seems clear that intentional engagement with young
people, as well as an authentic attempt to understand youth cul-
ture, are key factors for any future church growth. Trinity profes-
sor John Macdonald paints a fascinating picture of youth culture
in post-Franco Spain. Although Spain is a heavily secularized and
largely anti-church culture, Macdonald sees many signs of hope
for gospel mission in that context.

The final essay in this issue of the journal is somewhat off-
topic. Ruth Correll’s “That We May Be One” is a study of gender
which goes beyond the usual quarreling about whether or not
women should or should not be ordained. Correll presents us

4:13). Some tax collectors come to Peter and ask if Jesus pays the
half-shekel tax. Before the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 this tax was
used to support the temple and was to be paid by every Jewish
male twenty years and older (see Exod 30:11-16 and Neh 10:32-33).
In typical Peter fashion he answers in the affirmative – and then
goes and asks Jesus. The rather mysterious answer of Jesus is not
our main concern here, but Jesus then instructs Peter to go and
catch a fish and to pay the tax for Jesus and Peter from the coin in
the fish’s mouth – a coin which just happen to be a stathr – a coin
worth exactly the amount needed to pay Jesus’ and Peter’s tax bill.
But what about the other eleven disciples? It seems more likely
that they were not subject to the tax than to assume that Jesus
would pay Peter’s bill and not theirs. And if the other eleven were
not subject to the half-shekel tax, then we must assume that they
were below twenty years of age.

If this theory is correct – that the apostolic band was a group
of young people – it would seem to explain a few things. It would
help us to understand why Peter seems to have been the leader of
the twelve: he was, or had been, married and so was older and
naturally considered a respected elder. (Some of his words and ac-
tions in the gospels may appear to make him seem less than com-
pletely mature, it is true.) At the risk of alienating any teenagers
reading this little editorial, the youth of the disciples may explain
why they do not always seem to understand Jesus at first, why the
mother of James and John asks Jesus to give her boys good jobs in
the kingdom (Matt 20:20-21), and why at the cross Jesus commis-
sions his own mother to look after John (John 19:25-27).

This little excursus on the youth of the disciples does have a
point, of course: if Jesus thought it important to mentor a group
of young people, not to mention his habit of welcoming children
(Mark 9:33-37; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; 18:15-17; Matt 18:1-6;
19:13-15), surely the church now should be wise enough not to neg-
lect the young.2 Paul advised Timothy not to let anyone despise
his youth. The counsel still stands. We despise or neglect our
youth to their peril – and our own. Children and youth are not
“the church of the future,” they are full members of the Christian
community now. Preaching, evangelism and catechesis which 
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2For an excellent biblical study of these texts see Hans-Ruedi Weber, Jesus
and the Children (Atlanta: John Knox, 1979).



with a biblical theology of gender which argues that the narrative
of Scripture provides us with models for the healing of gender re-
lationships. Her paper is a timely reminder that men and women
together are made in God’s image and that true gender reconcilia-
tion is a central part of God’s redemptive plan.

The Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Executive Editor
Academic Dean

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission
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